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1. 2. LEARNING OUTCOMES 

This course aims at familiarising students with central issues in the philosophy of mind. Upon 

completion of this course students are expected: 
• To have acquired a detailed knowledge of central concepts and problems in the topics 

discussed 

• To be able to assess arguments in current debates in the philosophy of mind especially 
about the    problem of consciousness. 

• To be acquainted with ways in which findings in neuroscience can be related to issues in 
the philosophy of mind. 

• To have acquired an understanding of how problems in the philosophy of mind fit 

together and how they are related to broader issues in metaphysics and epistemology 
To formulate a research question and pursue it by writing an essay, in which they develop 

their own position 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information  
with the use of the necessary technology                           
Adapting to new situations  
 Working independently                                                                                            
Team work     
Working in a interdisciplinary environment     
Criticism and self‐criticism  
Production of new research ideas                                                                         



 Production of free, creative and inductive thinking        
 

1. 3. COURSE CONTENT 

What is the relation between mind and body? Are mental states identical with physical aspects of 
our brain? How is it that something inherently subjective like experience can be explained in terms 
of objective, physical mechanisms? Why are we conscious but our computers aren’t? This course 
examines several issues currently being debated in Philosophy of Mind and Consciousness Studies 
such as the relationship of consciousness to matter, the relation of embodiment to various features 
of cognition, consciousness as the central feature of the mental, the nature of the subject of 
consciousness (or whether a subject of consciousness is necessary) and others 
 

1. 4. TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT METHODS 

TEACHING METHOD Lectures and presentations in class 
USE OF INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES 
Yes, for teaching and communication with the 
students 
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ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
Oral presentation and 
written essay (minimum 5000 words) 
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